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PRIEST - RIDDEN QUEBE

POWEERE OF THE OATHOLIG

CHUROH IN THE PROVINOCE.

HOW THE POPULATION 15 TAXED 7O
SUPPORT THE OLERGY, CONVENTS,
AND RELIGIOUS ORDERS.

7’

MONTREAY, Nov. l.—Ever since the oiroum-

atances attending the Jesults' estates legisla«
tion by the National Party of the province of
Quabeo by wkich $500,000 from the publio
funds was conferred upon a seoret order of the
Church were mado public, the keengat inguiry
has been made into tha workines and oreaniza-
tion of that system whioh is able for its own en-
dowment to lay handstupon the revenues of the
country in defiance of the Constitution, which
13 allsged to guarantee cqual rights to all. At-
tention has lately been centred upon tha extent
and ramifipations of the operations of the
Cburch, and every means has been used to ob-
taln an exact estimate of its numerical and
finanoial strength. Its own organs are endeav-
orirg toshow that the ecclesiasatical establish-
ment, with its tithes and fabrique taxes, 1is
not a burden upon the people; that the radilant
is living under an easy yoke, and that he re-
gards these impositions wwith a large moasure of
satisfaction.

The same view wsa3s'put forward by the eccle-
siastics of France prior to the Revolution, when
the population was £27,000,000. There ware
then, according to Taine and Delbos, in the
Gallican Church 18 Archbishops and 113 Bish-
ops; 23 religtous communitiesy inhabiting
24,089 convents; 60,000 members of the reg:
uiar olergy and 70,000 of the secular clergy.
This gave 1 olerio to every 200 persons in
those haleyon days of clericalism; buf in Que-

beo now there is one 1 for every 130 persons, |

or for every 26 famihies, This coneclusion
ia arrived at after a careful study of a vari-
ety of sources, but no outsider c¢an as-
certain the exaot figures, for the obvious reason
that the Churohiis at pains to keep them toher-
self; and though the Church collects her tithaes
and assessments and is allowed to handle,
direotly and indireotly, one-fifth of the revenune
of the provinece, and to nave absolute control of

public education, 3t is not permitted to inquire
what dispoaition is made of the money or to
learn anything of her tinancial affairs.

While the anti-Jesult controversy was at its
height the Rev. Principal MacVicar made a
computation of the value of the property held
by the Church, and his tigures are corroborated
by a prominent French Canadian lawyer who
has had much to do with clerloal investments.
From the most reliable sources it appe«rs that
the holdings of the Church and her orders, in-
cluding sacred edifices, prieats’ houses, Bishops’
residences, convents, seminaries, bospitals, the
real estate attached fto these structures, and in
the form of farm, town,and city property, is
worth in the aggregate between $90,000,000
and $110,000,0v0. By the same caleulation 1t
is estinated that the revenuse from all sources,
inoluding tithes, fabrique taxes, sacramental
fees, ordinury dues, pew rents, revenue from
real property, from mortegages, and general in-
vestments amounts to not iess than $10,000,000,
and probably more than £12,000,000.

The property of the Church in France just be-
fore the Revolution amounted tofour milliards ot
francs and the asunual rédvenue to 200,000.000f.,
or $41,000,000. There was a population of
27,000,000 to support tiie dburden by paying
$1 50 a pisce, while in Quebeos it i3 borne by
1,000,000 persous, who are obliged to pay from
$10 to $12 each. It is impossible to obtain by
ordinary methods an exact estimate of thie nu-
maricai strength of the Chureh, but the rollow-
ine statement, 28 far as it goes, 18 a corroct
enameration:

The priesthood is divided int» two classes; in
on¢ are included the secular or parish clergy,
who ars subordinate to tho Bishops and Arch-
b1shops; in the other are the membars of orders
who owe aliegiance only to their superior, and
through him to the Pope. Over them the Bish-
op3 have no countrol. Indeed, in Quebas the
Bishops are comparatively unimportant, for
they exercise no functlons whataver. Where
tie ordoers are established one order 1s
adapted for parish work, as the Sulpioians,
and by tho mildness of their rule they
are usually in bigh regard among their
people. I'or instance, the Church of Notre
Dawe in Montreal, one of the tinest edi-
fices in America, 18 merely a parish chureR, and
not a cathedral, for it contains no catnedra, or
bishop’'s chair, and the Bishops have no control
over 153 adinerents. The Trapplsts are more
adapted for fronuer work and for undertaking
the pioneer work of the Chureh. The power of
the Church in Quebeo resis in the orders and
not among the seculur clergy, as in the United
States. These orders differ from each other
merely in diseipline. The Sulpicians are compar-
attvely bon civunts, hale fellows, going in and
out among their tlock, while the Trappiats
are very severs in their livess They rise at 2
v’clock, atier sleeping on an uncovered board,
apd epend Tweive hours of the day n de-
votioual exercizes, and six hours in manual
labor, usually in the fleids; and when the
bretiren meet thoy have little or no conversa-
tien with each otber, excepy the usual formulg
s tney pass, Yemenlo morei-- Reinember death,

Thotlesuits ara less strict and devote their
Jives to the political work of the Church. Each
order has 1t2 own spaciulty and does the work
te which 1t 18 best suited. Of male com-
maunitles and orders in Queboo there are fifteen,
inclading 1,267 mewnbers divided, as follows:

Company of =t Sulpice, contined to Montreal and
nelghboring parishes; 76 mewbors,

Brothera of the Christian Schools, with the staff
at the mother school at Maisonevve, near Montreal,
the succursales or branches in the dioceses of Mon-
treal, Quebee, Fhree Rivers, Nicoler, and Ottawa,
numbering 3=8.

Oblats of Mary the Immacnlate, or O. M. 1., staff
at hecdquarters 1n Moutreal, with members in the
dioceses of Quebec, Ottawa, 1n the Prefecture of
the Gulf, and the vicariat ¢f Pontiac, to the num-
ber of 6. The reiurns of this order, however, are
imperfect. In most cases only the namoe of the
Suyper:or is glven.

Company of Jesus or the Jesuitg, with 230 mem-
beran Canada, of whom S0 appeart to be atativned
in Lower (3nada.

Catecinistes de Saint Viateur, with a staff at
headquarters in Jolieite and members in Montreal,
Qrug!fgc, St. Hyacinthe, and Nicolet to the number
of 223.

Brotliers of the Charity of St. Viucent de Paul,
with headquarters 1 dMontreal and a branch at
Longus Point, 53 1n all. )

Congregailon of the Holy CUross.—Staff headgnar.
ters at Cote-des-Neiges: members in Montreai acd
Hyacinthe, making a total of 146,

Brothers of the ~acred leart.—Athabaskaville is
the heardgnariers, but the returns are mmpertect and
piace the members at 113, though there are suc-
cursales in the aiocese of XNigolet, St. Hyacinthe,
fherbrooke, Qiiebee, and Thiew Rivers.

Dominicans.—0Only placed at ll in the dioceses of
St. Hyacinthe and Ottawa.

Recemptorists.—In Quebec 20, in Montreal 18;
or a total of 33.

Trappists.—Thirty-seven at Oka.

Cowpany of Mary in the diocese of Ottawa and
in miss~ioLs, 18,

irothers of St Vincent da Panl.-—-Only placed at 5.

Freres Marj-tes.—1In the diocese of ~t. Hyacinthe,
24; 1n Montreal, 22; iu Quebec, 6; or 52 in all.

Brothers of Christian.—At Chambly, Vercheéres
and other placas, 22, )

This gives a total of 1,267.

The Iemale religious communities, including
Boperiors, professed nuns, novices, and postu-
lates, number 27, with 4,723 members. The fol-

-{’

lowing are the orders:

Ursalines.—Staff at headgquarters, Quebec, num-
bering 93; 1n the diocese of Chicoutimy, 1¥%; in Sher-
brooke, 11. Total, 124,

Congregation de Notro Dame.—Staff at head-
quarters, Viula Maria, numbering 12; in the diocese
of Montreal, 476 religieuses, with 33 superiors; in
the diocese of Quebeq, 119 relizieuses with 15 Su-

eriors; in Chucoatimi, 6; 1n »t. Hyacinthe, 36; in

hree Rivers, 13; in Nicolet, 12; in Sherbrooke,
30; ia Uttawa, 17, gwving a total of 769.

Hospitaliéros de St JoSeph.—-At hcadquarters,
h{)%ntreal, 91; in the ciocese of Niculet, 15. Total,
106.

Gray Nung, or Saurs de 1I'Hopital Général de
Montreal.—In Montreal and in Succuarsales, 341.

Ursuline Monasiery, at Three Rivers, 75. ,

Fitles de la Charit¢ de St. Hyacinthe.—At head-
quariers in Montreal, 92; in the dlocese of 8t. Hya-
cinthe, 62; in Sherbrooke, 18. Tntal, 172,

Keligieuses of the Sociely ot the Sacred Heart.—
In Montreal, 90. .

Sa:urs de 1a Charité de la Providence, with head-
guarters in Montreal—One bundred and hfty.nine
in thae diocese of Moatreal, 336 i1n the diocase of
Tb;ea Pivers, 23 in S&. Hyacinthe, giving a total of
521. ‘

Sistara of the Holy Name of Jesus and Mary.—1In
Icongueuil, 6; in Montreal, 287; 1n St. Hyacinthe,
34. Total, 327. ) .

Relizleuses of Notre Dame du Charité du Bon
Pasteur.—At headquarters in Montreal, 113: at the
suaccursales, $0. Total, 203.

seurs Grisesof the Cross.—1In Ottawa, 5; in Three

Che New

'i l‘fﬁivers. 7; lu tha dlocese of Ottaws, 110; in the Vi.
b oartl.ﬁt&l%tﬁ. Pontiac, 33; in the dlocaessd ot Nicolet, 10.

., Beetars Marianites of the Holy Cross,—In St. Lau-

ront Javques Cartier, 7 in the Diocese ot Montrea!,
"79; in th® Dlocass of Sh‘BtDPOOk% i in the Vieariate
1ol i’ontiac. 8; 1n°the Dlocese of Ottaws, 3. Total, 8.

‘tawa, 26. Total. 110.

. 08pices des Scenrs de )a Charitd.— At the mothor
; house, Quebeo, b; in the dlocese of Quebes, 245; in
~ the diotese of Chicoutimi, 6; in the Prefecture of

the Guif, d. Total, 261.

Il‘
' tim!, 9. Tata

only placed at 212.

head
Sherbrooke

lates. Total, 154.

—At hoadquarters
that dqlocese, and
Sherbrooke, 222.

mouiki and Quebeg, 66. Total, 140.

Montreal, and in the Diocese of Ottawa, 94.

Yustitut de Notre
headguarters at Ottawa, 8.

Sisters of Charity of Rimouski—Twenty-seven;
Succursales, 14; total, 41,

Lo C‘armei
Hochelaga, 20.

Sisters of the Little Schools of
Rimouski and at missions 1n that diogeae, 35.

Hyacinthe and at missions, 36.

There are, according to tho above stagemant.
in Quebeo 27 religious commuaities of

with 4,723 professed nuns, novices, and
lants.
aud femald communities to :
ship of 5,900, as far as returns can be obtained,
- put 1t 18 certain the number {s much greater.
| Most of these orders and communities are Iin
| charge of convents, hospitals, asylums, col-
ile::os. seminaries, and clerical academies, of
|

which the.following {3 a return as8 oomplete &8s
can bo made,

: Semi-
| Con. Hos. naries,
Dioceze, vents., putals. &,
QuUOEbE0.caseace cacomenn ensecncones 65, 11 4
ThTGB Rivﬁrﬂ..u"-..--- .lltuo-.-ll 3 4

| Rimotskl..eeee cveccoceeacencans . 6 1 2
- Chicoutimi. . ., ecencenann.. cenee= D 1 2
Nicoleboniariceannena teeevemcacan- 18 § 2
Montreal...ceeceeercrecatecnannes 84 2’ 9
Sta H}'ﬂcinthe.....-.- ---------- 21 7 14
Bherbrooke...ccceen--. eenaace oo aa 1 2
Ot AW e ceeccnccccacccancecoanas 12 2 2
Pontiac-...-..l-....- LA R L E B B 3 N AL B 3 13 3 LN ]
Total...- ........ ...0---.---.225 62 41

In the second olars came the parish olergy,
who have no conneotion with the orders, aud it
may be well to give their numbers with the
churches which they own:

Diocese. Priests. Churches.
Quebeo........ seseecsbeccascctancue .. 308 154
Threo RIVOTS.cecracscevaccsacncacena 70 33
Rimousgki..... cecgmeaccmenas cereavas . 92 95
Chicontiml. . unneeeeeeeereraacennne 55 44
Nicolet..ocveen.. westansamecovnananen 85 a0
Protecture of the Gulf............. 11 R
MOBITORL. oo e o ceeeeeeeecaeeennsoons . 563 310
Sherbrooke..... teeemesamcancecnacens 69 B5
1A 2 T 81 89
Vicariat of Pontiac..ceeeeceverences 29 14
St. Hyacinthe......... coenesnccacces 106 .o

Total.--.-..........q. ------------ 1!559 902

Saurs de la Misericordie.—1In Montreal, 93; in Ot.

Bisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.—At
headguarters at Quebso, 6; 1n the diocesq of Que-
beo, 83; in the diccess of Three Rivers, §; In the
‘dfocess o Bl{ng\%%lfl, 5; In the diocese of Chicou-

Sisters ot 8t Anne.—Returns are impsrlect, and
Bisters of the Assumption of the Holy Virgin.—At

nartors at Nicolet, and at Threo Rivers, and
1238 religieuses, 13 novices, 18 postu.

Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin.
t 8t. Hyacinthe, at missions in
%n the djocesos of Nicolet and

Religiénses de Jésus-Marje.—At headquarters at
Sillery, pear Queébes, 74; in the dioceses of Ri-

Sceurs Adoratrices of the Precious Blood—At the
mother house in 8t. Hyacinthe in tho Diocese of

ame de Charite de Rofuge—At
Pt.
de Ste. Therese—At headquarters ab
Rimouski—At
Sisters ot St. Jogseph 0f 5t. Hyacintho—At St

Sceurs do la Sagesse—In the Dioceseof Ottawa, 11,
Sceurs Grises of Nicolet—Separate community, 4.

emales
o8tu-

This brings the whole number of malo
2, with & member-

In the Dioocese of 8t, Hyaocinthe thers are 68 '

parishes, which will give avout 100 churches
and bring the number of church edifices In the
Provinve up to 1,000. The total number of
parisnes, exclusive of those in the diocese ot
Ottawa, 18 671, and for tbat distriot no returns
are available, Add now the number of parish
priests, 1,539; the regular clergy in orders,
1,267; the members of the female communitieas,
6,250, and a total 1s obtained of 9,076 per-
sons direotly engaged 1in the service of
the Chureh, without including the Bishops,
and depending for the matntenance of them-
selves and their institutions upon the Roman
Catholic population of the Province. This gives
1 clerio tor every 130 persons, wheun in France
even in the pre-revolutionary days it never ex-

ceeded 1 for 20Q. Aocording to tho same pro-

portion it would require to look after the spirit-

~ ual 1nterests of the pcople of the United States |
With such an |

461,538 members of the olergy.
~army it would be strange if the Catholic Church
' did not make its influence felt in the political

life of Canada.

Hork &imes
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